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Provisional guidelines for the participation of civil society in
meet ings of  the Peacebui ld ing Commission, submit ted by
the Chairperson on the basis of  informal consul tat ions*

In  conforrn i ty  wi th General  Assembly resolut ion 60i  180 and Secur i ty  Counci l
resolut ion I  645 (2005) and as envisased in the ru les of  procedure of  the
Peacebu i l d i ng  Con rn r i ss ion ,  t he  gu ide l i nes  f o r  t he  pa r t i c i pa t i on  o f  c i v i l  soc i c t y  i n
rnee t i ngs  o f  t he  Peacebu i l d i ng  Commiss ion  a re  se t  ou t  be low .

I .  General  pr inciples

l .  T h e  P e a c e b u i l d i r r g  C o m n r i s s i o n  r e c o g n i z e s  t h e  i m p o r t a n t  c o n t r i b u t i o n  o f  c i v i l
soc ie ty ,  inc lud ing  non-governmenta l  o rgan iza t ions  and the  pr iva te  sec tor ,  to  a l l
s tagcs  o f  pcacebu i ld ing  e f fo r ts ,  g iven  tha t  one o f  the  r la in  purposes  o f  the

C o r n m i s s i o n  i s  t ^  h r i n o  t n o e t h e r  e l l  r e l e v a n t  a c t o r s ,  i n  p a r t i c u l a r  n a t i o n a l
s t a k e h o l d e r s .

2  The Conrmiss io r t  rea f f i rms the  i r r rpor tan t  ro le  o f  women and women 's
organ iza t ions  in  the  prevent ion  and reso lu t ion  o fconf l i c ts  and in  peacebu i ld ine ,  and
s t resses  the  impor tance o f  the i r  equa l  par t i c ipa t ion  and fu l l  invo lvement  in  a l l
re levant  peacebu i  ld  ing  e f fo r ts .

3 .  The Conr rn iss ion ,  in  consu l ta t ion  w i th  the  Governments  o f  the  count r ies  under
cons idera t ion ,  sha l l  encourage and ensure  grea ter  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  c iv i l  soc ie ty
organ iza t ions  and representa t ives  f iom the  count r ies  under  cons idera t ion .

4 .  Bear ing  in  mind  tha t  c i rcumstances  are  spec i f i c  to  each count ry  under
c o n s i d e r a t i o n  a n d  a l s o  t h a t  t h e r e  i s  n o  s i n g l e  m o d e l  f o r  o r g a n i z i n g  n r e e t i n g s  i n

count ry -spec i f i c  con f igura t ions ,  th is  p rocess  shou ld  be  t ransparent ,  f lex ib le  and
i n c l u s i v e  o l a l l  r e l e v a n t  o a r t i e s .

+  The  p roposed  gu ide l i nes  r vou ld  app l l ' t o  mee t i ngs  o f  t he  Peacebu i l d i ng  Comrn i ss i on  o the r  t han  i n
t he  Organ i za t i ona l  Co rnn r i t t ee  con f i gu ra t i on  and  a re  no t  i n t ended  t o  c rea te  a  p receden t  f o r  o the r
o rgans  o f  t he  Un i t ed  Na t i ons .
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A.

5.  ln  recogni t ion of  the in tergovernmental  nature of  the Commission,  act ive
part ic ipat ion of  c iv i l  soc iety organizat ions and representat ives there in,  whi le
welcome. does not  enta i l  a  negot iat ins ro le.

II. Modalit ies of attendance and participation

6.  The at tendance and par t ic ipat ion of  c iv i l  soc iety organizat ions and
represerr tat ives in  the work of  the Comnr iss ion shal l  be legulated through d i f ferent
modai i t ies.  as set  out  beiow.

F o r m a l  m e e t i n g s

7.  The Cha i rperson o f  the  Organ iza t iona l  Commi t tee  or  the  Coord ina tor  fo r  the
respec t ive  count ry -spec i f i c  con f igura t ion ,  in  consu l ta t ion  

"v i th  
the  members  o f  the

O r g a n i z a t i o n a l  C o r n n r i t t e e ,  s h a l l  i n v i t e  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y ' o r g a n i z a t i o n s
tha t  a re  ac t ive ly  engaged in  peacebu i ld ing  ac t iv i t ies  to  make ora l  s ta tenrents  and
prov ide  in fo rmat ion ,  as  may be  needed,  tha t  cou ld  cont r ibu te  to  the  work  o f  the
Cornnr iss ion  on  spec i f i c  mat te rs  w i th in  the  scope o f  the i r  ac t i v i t ies  per ta in i r rg  to
in tegra ted  s t ra teg ies  fo r  pos t -conf l i c t  peacebu i ld ing .

8 .  P r i o r  t o  e x t e n d i n g  i n v i t a t i o n s .  t h e  C h a i r p e r s o n  o r  t h e  C o o r d i n a t o r  f o r  t h e
respec t ive  count ry -spcc i f i c  con f igura t ion  sha l l  c i rcu la te  to  the  nrembers  o f  the
Organ iza t iona l  Commi t tee  the  names o f  c iv i l  soc ie ty  o rgan iza t ions  and
representa t ivcs  whosc  par t i c ipa t ion  is  p roposed.  together  w i th  ava i lab le  background
i r r fb rn . ra t ion  on  the  bas is  o f  the  e lements  conta ined in  annex  I .

9 .  T h e  i n c l u s i o n  o f  c i v i l  s o c i e t y  o r g a n i z a t i o n s  a n d  r e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  i n  t h e  l i s t  o f
p a r t i c i p a n t s  s h a l l  b e  g u i d e d  b y  t h e  p r i n c i p l e s  p r o v i d c d  f o r  i n  a n n e x  I I .  S h o u l d  a
menrber  ra ise  an  ob jec t ion  to  the  par t i c ipa t ion  o f  a  g iven organ iza t ion  or
reprcsenta t ive ,  the  Cha i rperson or  the  Coord ina tor  fo r  the  respec t ive  count r ) -
spec i f i c  con f lsura t ion  sha l l  engage in  consu l ta t ions  w i th  the  a in r  o f  rcach ing
consensus  on  the  f ina l  l i s t  no  la te r  than seven work ing  days  be fore  the  meet ing ,
t a k i n g  i n t o  a c c o u n t  l o g i s t i c a l  c i r c u m s t a n c e s .  l ' h e  l i s t  s h a l l  i n c l u d e  s e l f - s e l e c t e d  c i v i l
soc ie ty  representa t ives  f rom the  count ry  under  cons idera t ion .

10 .  In  th is  regard ,  the  Cornmiss ion  sha l l  encourage c iv i l  soc ie ty  o rgan iza t ions
f rom the  count ry  under  cons idera t ion  to  nominate  representa t ives  fo r  inc lus ion  in
the  l i s t  o f  par t i c ipants  th lough a  loca l  and independent  se l f -se lec t ing  process ,  and
sha l l  encoura- te  the  par t i c ipa t ion  o f those representa t ives  in  the  na t iona l  de legat ion .

In fo rmal  meet ings

I l .  1 'he  Cha i rperson sha l l  encourage re levant  ac to rs  to  in te rac t  and prov ide  input
to  techn ica l - leve l  in fo rnra l  d iscuss ions  o f  spec i f i c  sec tora l  a reas  or  therna t ic  top ics
tha t  r ray  be  organ ized ou ts ide  the  fo r rna l  count ry -spec i f i c  con f igura t ion .

12 .  Pr io r  to  fo r rna l  meet ings  o f  count ry -spec i f i c  con f igura t ions ,  t l i e  Coord ina tor
fo r  the  respec t ive  count rv -spec i f i c  con f igura t ion ,  in  consu l ta t ion  w i th  the
Cha i rperson and members  o f  the  Organ iza t iona l  Commi t tee ,  sha l l  convene pub l ic
in fo rmal  meet ings  w i th  representa t ives  o f  c iv i l  soc ie ty  o rgan iza t ions  to  exchange
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views on peacebui ld ing issues re levant  to the country under considerat ion.  The
Chairperson shal l  prepare a summary of  d iscussion for  submiss ion to the respect ive
country-speci f ic  conf i  gurat ion.

13.  Fol lowing formal  meet ings of  country-speci f ic  conf igurat ions,  the Coordinator
for  the respect ive countrv-speci f ic  conf igurat ion,  in  consul tat ion wi th the
Chairperson and members of  the Organizat ional  Commit tee,  may convene publ ic
informal  br ie f ings wi th representat ives of  c iv i l  soc iety organizat ions engaged in
peacebui ld ing act iv i t ies in  the country under considerat ion in  order  to fur ther
exchange v iews on areas in  which thosc organizat ions could contr ibute to the
implernentat ion of ,  and fo l low-up to,  recommendat ions adopted at  the formal
meet ings of  the respect ive country-speci f ic  conf igurat ion.  The Coordinator  for  the
respect ive country-speci f ic  conf igurat ion shal l  prepare a sunrnlary of  d iscussion for
submiss ion to t l re  respect ive country-speci f ic  conf igurat ion.

C .  Submiss ion  o f  x ' r i t t en  documen ts

14 .  T I re  Cha i rpe rson  rnay  rece i ve  w r i t t en  con ln ren ts ,  obse rva t i ons  o r  s ta te lnen ts
and,  wi th the support  of  the Coordinator  for  the respect ive country-speci f ic
conf igurat ion and the Peacebui ld ing Support  Of f ice,  shal l  rnake every ef for t  to
ensure that  rvr i t ter r  submiss ions re levant  to the rvork of  the Commission are made
avai lable to the nrembers of  the respect ive country-speci f ic  conf igurat ion no la ter
than one u 'eek pr ior  to  rneet ings on the subjcct  under rev iew.

III. Review

15 .  T l re  p resen t  gu idc l i nes  sha l l  be  sub jec t  t o  rev iew  and  eva lua t i on  s i x  rnon ths
fror l  the datc of  thei r  adopt ion by the Organizat ional  Comn.r i t tee rv i th  a v ierv to
exp lo r i ng  t he  poss ib i l i t y  o f  t he i r  f u r t he r  deve lopn ren t  i n  t he  l i gh t  o f  p rog ress  i n  t he
work  and  func t i ons  o f  t he  Commiss ion .
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Annex  I

For the purpose of  reaching consensus on the l is t  o f  par t ic ipants,  the
Chairperson,  wi th the support  of  the Coordinator  for  the respect ive conf igurat ion
and the Peacebui ld ing Support  Of f ice,  shal l  a lso c i rcu late to the members of  the
Organizat ional  Commit tee avai lable background informat ion on the fo l lowing:

(a)  An overv iew of  the organizat ion,  i ts  purposes,  const i tu t ion and/or
rn iss ion statement ,  or  s imi lar  documents;

(b)  A summarv of  thc currcnt  progiammes and act iv i t ies of  the organizat ion
undertaken in areas re levant  to the work of  the Cornmiss ion and the country or
countr ies in  which they have been carr ied out  dur ing the preceding year ;

(c)  The organizat ion 's  sources of  funding;

(d)  Menrbers of  the governing body of  the orsanizat ion arrd thei r
na t i ona l i t i es ,  i nc lud ing  a  b r i e f  b i og raphy  o f  t he  o rgan i za t i o r l ' s  r ep resen ta t i ve .

0?-1666,1
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Annex I I

The inc lus ion of  c iv i l  soc iety organizat ions and representat ives on the l is t  o f
par t ic ipants shal l  be guided by the fo l lowing pr inc ip les:

(a)  The organizat ion shal l  have a democrat ic  and t ransparent  decis ion-
making process,  and shal l  operate in  accordance wi th the laws regulat ing the
act iv i t ies of  c iv i l  soc iety in  the country of  or ig in and in the country under
considerat ion,  as appropr iate;

(b)  The organizat ion and represeniat ive shal l  be act ive in  areas that  are of
d i rect  re levance to the work of  the Conrrn iss ion and can provide speci f ic  expert ise
and exper ience in peacebui ld ing upon rvhich the Cornrn iss ion may rv ish to draw in
consu  l t a l  i on  s :

(c)  ' fhe 
a i rns and purposes of  the organizat ion shal l  be in  conforn.r i ty  wi th

the spi r i t ,  purposes and pr inc ip les of  the Charter  of  the Uni ted Nat ions.
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