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Excel lencies,

I  have the  honour  today  to  speak  on  beha l f  o f  the  European Un ion .  The Cand ida te

Countr ies Turkey, Croat ia '  and the former Yugoslav Republ ic of Macedonia-,  the Countr ies

of the Stabi l isat ion and Associat ion Process and potent ial  candidates Albania, Bosnia and

Herzegovina, Montenegro, Serbia, and the EFTA country Iceland, as wel l  the Republ ic of

Mo ldova,  Armen ia ,  and Georg ia  a l ign  themse lves  w i th  th is  dec la ra t ion .

The f i rst  year of implementat ion of the "Del iver ing as One" programme is behind us. This

gives us the opportunity to discuss the developments on the ground whi le strengthening

UN coherence. I t  is in this l ight that the EU would l ike to convey our appreciat ion to the

Co-Chairs of the informal consultat ions of the General  Assembly on UN System-wide

Coherence for convening this meeting, Furthermore, we would l ike to thank the

representat ives of al l  countr ies, which have volunteered to experiment the

recommendations to br ing forward system-wide coherence, for their  valuable

presentat ions about the progress achieved, lessons learnt and exist ing chal lenges,

Based on the feedback of Pi lot  countr ies, we have come to real ise that 2007 was a year

of planning, sett ing and bui lding the >>One framework<<. Nevertheless, we have also

understood that the process, which is proceeding at a di f ferent pace in each country,  has

moved rapidly.  The EU is happy to note that progress/ very much in l ine with Member

States'  recommendations of the 2OO7 Triennial  Comprehensive Pol icy Review for

enhanced eff ic iency and effect iveness/ was achieved in several  areas:

.  Nat iona l  ownersh ip  and leadersh ip ,  wh ich  are  o f  p r imary  impor tance,  have been

clearly proven as the dr ivers of the development process. This being the case, we can

assume that there is no "One Size Fi ts Al l"  approach to development and that

development assistance by the United Nat ions development system is responding to

the  vary ing  deve lopment  needs  o f  p rogramme count r ies  and is  in  a l ignment  w i th  the i r

na t iona l  deve lopment  p lans  and s t ra teg ies ,

Greater  a l ignment  o f  UN Sys tem ac t iv i t ies  to  the  na t iona l  p rogrammes,  p lans  and

prior i t ies of Pi lot  countr ies has been aff i rmed by their  nat ional authori t ies. In general ,

a process of harmonisat ion of development partners in support  of  countr ies'

development strategies has been witnessed.

Croatia and the former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabi l isat ion and
Associat ion Process.



.  Progress has also been achieved in creat ing a system, leading to empowered and

impart ial  Resident Coordinators. Pi lot  countr ies neveftheless highl ighted that the role

of the Resident Coordinator must be adequately enhanced, which is essent ial  for

del iver ing results at the country level.

The Co-Chairs noted during their  v is i t  of  Pi lot  countr ies that an increase in transact ion

costs occurred in the ini t ia l  phase of implementat ion of the "Del iver ing as One"

Programme. Despite this r ise, due to increased eff ic iency the f i rst  savings have been

produced, some of them also ploughed back into development.  The EU strongly suppofts

th is  approach and be l ieves  fu r ther  thought  shou ld  be  g iven to  mechan isms,  meant  fo r

ob ta in ing  th is  goa l .  The EU cons iders  the  issue o f  fund ing  fo r  the  UN's  opera t iona l

act iv i t ies as a key quest ion,

Today's meeting wi l l  a l low us to ident i fy areas, which st i l l  need to be looked at in order to

move forward. A posit ive assessment has been made by Pi lot  countr ies and of those

several  other countr ies, which are current ly explor ing, with local UN off ices, mechanisms

to  promote  e f f i c iency ,  and reduce dup l ica t ions .  We have heard  tha t  due to  the  chang ing

deve lopment  coopera t ion  env i ronment ,  oppor tun i t ies  have been c rea ted  fo r  the

repos i t ion ing  o f  the  Un i ted  Nat ions  and i t s  opera t iona l  ac t i v i t ies ,  I t  i s  th is  change tha t  w i l l

enable the United Nat ions to remain at the heart  of  mult i lateral ism and to carry out i ts

role: the effect ive contr ibut ion to the achievement of internat ional ly agreed development

g o a l s ,  i n c l u d i n g  t h e  M i l l e n n i u m  D e v e l o p m e n t  G o a l s .

Thank you.


