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M. Co-Chairs,

I  wi l l  be speaking on behal f  of  the European Union.

The Candidate Countries Turkey, Croatia* and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia*,
the Countries of the Stabil isation and Association Process and potential candidates Albania,
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Montenegro,  Serbia,  and the EFTA country lceland, members of  the
European Economic Area, as wel l  as Ukraine, Moldova, Armenia and Georgia al ign
themselves with th is declarat ion.

I would l ike to start by conveying our sincere appreciation to you, the two Co-Chairs of the
informal consultation process of the plenary, Ambassador Claude Heller from Mexico and
Ambassador Peter Maurer from Switzerland, for convening this meeting as part of the
ongoing informal consultations process on the institutional framework for the environmental
act iv i t ies of  the UN, in the fo l low-up to paragraph r69 of  the zoo5 World Summit  Outcome.

As mentioned before, in this and other fora,the European Union fully supports this process of
informal consul tat ions on the lnternat ional  Environmental  Governance ( lEG) and trusts that
this format wil l allow for a substantive, inclusive and transparent exchange of views on all
relevant issues, based on the engagement of all relevant stakeholders and lead to a real
upgrade of  the current system of lEC.

The European Union would l ike to take this occasion to thank again the Co-Chairs for  having
prepared the "Opt ions Paper" on lEC, which contains a comprehensive and valuable overview
of the key problems and issues at stake. We welcome it as a positive and useful contribution
to the reform process. ln fact, and despite the complexity of the issues involved and the
variety of ideas and positions expressed by Member States, the Co-Chairs skil l fully managed
to capture the comments and positions expressed by delegations in a systematic and
consistent way.

M. Co-Chairs,

The European Union has recently conveyed to you its f irst formal and written reaction on this
document.  The posi t ions of  the European Union are broadly in l ine wi th the Co-Chairs '
analysis of  the current system of IEC and, in general ,  most of  the opt ions proposed bythe co
chairs meri t  the support  of  the European Union.

The seven "Bui ld ing Blocks" presented in the Opt ions Paper provide a valuable basis for
taking forward our work to improve environmental governance. We can make progress now,
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wit i ic  a l : , ;  . ; r . . t  j  - - ,  the fu ture.  Many ideas e laborated in  the Opt ions Paper  have a l ready
been ?! , . i i  . '  .  r ' ie  Member States and of  these we should not  fur ther  de lay the i r
imi - ' ler i l  , , ,  : .  r i le  s imul taneously  ensur ing they do not  lead to  increased bureaucrat ic
s i fur : i r . r r  :  . ' i  : r - i€ns and c lar i f r ing in  par t icu lar  the i r  organizat ional ,  legal  and f inancia l
impac ; .  : , , : .  .  r i onS  adop ted  fo r  i nd i v idua l  bu i l d ing  b locks  shou ld  be  mu tua l l y  re in fo rc ing
anc curir,  ir-,uru LU d more coherent ovefal l  structure.

Regarc i i i : .  i r  c  : r ture organizat ion of  the work th is  process enta i ls ,  the European Union
st rongl : ,sg, ,1 ; r , : ; ' f5  the Co-Chai rs  proposals  to  cont inue wi th  the in formal  consul ta t ions
proce: j : : .  : ,  : '  "s  the cont inued explorat ion of  poss ib i l i t ies for  a  more coherent  inst i tu t ional
f ra ' r r , 'w i ' r1 , .  i r ; i  i : , ,v i ronmenta l  governance throughout  th is  6znd sess ion of  the CA.  We would
there iot , :  bc r , , , ; ,c jy  to  fur there laborate on the "Bui ld ing Blocks"  ident i f ied in  the "Opt ions
Papei" r ' : i i , l  inl:uid welcome indications from the Co-Chairs on how to proceed, on the basis
on an inc j icac ive ca lendar ,  so that the wider  membership could prepare for  such d iscuss ions,
taking advantage of key meetings throughout the year to drive the process forward.

Concurrent ly ,  and a lso in  l ine wi th  the Co-Chai rs 'proposals  on the "Opt ions Paper" ,  the
European L, f l ror i  re i terates the need to s tar t  formal  negot ia t ions on a broader t ransformat ion
of  the IFC s ' ,s t , :m no la ter than the beginning of  the 63rd sess ion of  the CA.

M.  Co- t l ha i i s .

The European Union is  ready to  work wi th  a l l  UN members as wel l  as re levant  s takeholders to
amb i t i ous l y  and  i nc remen ta l l y  improve  lEC.

Signi f icant  s t rengthening of  the IEC system can be achieved through shor t -  and medium-term
reform,  such as the measures inc luded in  the proposed seven bui ld ing b locks.  The European
Union a lso f i rmly  bel ieves that  more ambi t ious reforms wi l l  be requi red to  prov ide the UN
with the strengthened environmental architecture needed to tackle the growing environmental
chal lenges we face.

Therefore, the European Union feels encouraged to work for the establishment of a UN
Envi ronment  Organisat ion,  in  Nai robi ,  based on UNEP, wi th  a rev ised and st rengthened
mandate, supported by stable, adequate and predictable f inancial contributions and operating
on an equal  foot ing wi th  other  UN specia l ised Agencies.

Indeed,  a s tep by s tep approach and a broader  t ransformat ion of  the IEC system, inc lud ing
the inst i tu t ion of  a  UN Envi ronment  Organisat ion,  are two complementary approaches to
st rengthening lEC.

Thanks for  your  at tent ion.


