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Thank you, Mr. Co-Chairs.

1. First of al l ,  let nie join the other delegates in expressing our grati tude for your organizing these

informal consultations. I also commend the Co-Chairs' Options Paper, rvhich summarizes the issues on
International Environmental Governance (lEG) that we norv face, and also maps out a road for an
enhanced institutional framework for sustainable develooment.

2. Before discussing specific options, I r.vould like to briefly explore why we need a better institutional

framework in tIN environmental activities and n'hat we expect from the tIN system. In light of the fact
that global environmeutal issues such as climate change, loss of biodiversity, etc., have become severer
and more evident, it is imperative to have a tN system that better coordinates all environmental
activities under strong leadership, and utilizes and allocates resources on the basis of clear and agreed
upon priorities. An improved IIN system rvill better address the environmental issues effectivelv and
efficiently at the global, regional, and national levels.

3. To this end, we beliel.e that the IIN system in the environmental field cany high authority and
credibility. Global environmental issues are closely intertwined with sustainable growth, and these are
strongly related to economic and social development. This feature makes environmental issues multi-
faceted and more complicated. To address and coordinate these complex environmental issues, and to



provide better policy advice. it is essential that the IIN environmental system should make it a priority

to develop a well defined framer.vork by establishing specilic agendas for problem solving The LjN

environmental system also needs to address environmental issues coherently, and, through use of its

authority and expertise, must lead stakeholders toward agreed global objcctives.

Mr. Co-Chairs.

4. Against this backdrop, my delegation supports most of the elements articulated in the Co-Chairs'

Options Paper. We agree that this re-institutionalization should be implemented through a phased

process, monitored and guided by the General Assembly. My delegation also believes that each IIN

environmental entity should be able to design its ovun reform plan, and, if necessary, to propose ideas

for contributing to this insti tut ionalizing process.

5. We specifically support the idea of strengthening scientific assessment, monitoring, and early
'uvarning capacity as elaborated in Building Block 1. We agree to the options for strengthening the

scientific capacity of the LNEP, one of n'hich is creating the position of "a chief scientist at LINEP."

\l'e hope, however. that creating this position 'uvill not create dLrplication or functional conflicts among

other departments. such as the Department of Early Warning and Assessment of the LNEP. We also

agree to the idea of establishing an "Environment Watch Strateg.v \/ision 2020" in the [,,'}{EP. At the

same tinre, we believe it  wil l  be beneficial to u'ork closely with other international organizations,

including the Organization for Economic Cooperation and Development (OECD).

6. We also supporl Building Biock 2: Coordination and Cooperation at the Level of Agencies. We

u'ish, horvever. to insure tliat setting up new joint units u,ill not incur many additional expenditures.

Regarding Building Blocks 3, 4 and 5, r,r'e think it is important to implement them as recommend,-'d by'

the Co-Chairs. Although some elements of these Building Blocks appear to be ambitious, rve see their

implementation as having more adr,.antages than not, and these will enhance efficiencies u'ith better

results. We also full1, support Building Blocks 6 and 7 .

Mr. Co-Chairs,

7. The tasks ahead of us are of great importance. To meet them, every country should consider the

severity of the global environment and make its best efforts to approach improvement of the

institutional framervork in the LIN environmental system u'ith the aim of achieving real results. My

delegation rvould like to reassure 1,'ou that the Republic of Korea u'ill support and take part in these

efforts for achieving a more efficient and effective institutional framework for the United Nations'

environment activities. Thank vou. Mr. Co-Chairs.


