
*

Slovensko predsedstvo EU 2008

Slovenian Presidency of the EU 2008

La Pr6sidence slovdne de I 'UE 2008

UNITED NATIONS
62nd Session of  the General  Assembly

Informal meeting of the plenary on the United Nations
System-wide Coherence

Statement by

H.E.  Ambassador  San ja  S t ig t i c
Permanent Representat ive of  Slovenia to the United Nat ions

on beha l f  o f  the  European Un ion

Please check against delivery

New York,  7 February 2008



Exce l lenc ies ,

I  have the  honour  today  to  speak  on  beha l f  o f  the  European Un ion .  "The Cand ida te
Count r ies  Turkey ,  Croat ia t  and the  fo rmer  Yugos lav  Repub l ic  o f  Macedon ia* ,  the
Count r ies  o f  the  Stab i l i sa t ion  and Assoc ia t ion  Process  and po ten t ia l  cand ida tes  A lban ia ,
Bosn ia  and Herzegov ina ,  Montenegro ,  and the  EFTA count ry  Ice land,  member  o f  the
European Economic  Area,  as  we l l  as  Ukra ine ,  the  Repub l ic  o f  Mo ldova,  Armen ia ,  and
Georg ia  a l ign  themse lves  w i th  th is  dec la ra t ion .

At  the  beg inn ing ,  I  wou ld  l i ke  to  congra tu la te  the  two Co-Cha i rs ,  the  Ambassador  o f
I re land,  Mr .  Pau l  Kavanagh,  and the  Ambassador  o f  the  Un i ted  Repub l ic  o f  Tanzan ia ,  Dr .
August ine  P.  Mah iga ,  on  the i r  appo in tment  to  s teer  the  Sys tem-wide  Coherence
d iscuss ion  dur ing  the  s ix ty -second sess ion  o f  the  Genera l  Assembly .  The EU wi l l  w i thout
any  doubt  o f fe r  i t s  fu l l  suppor t  to  you on  th is  cha l leng ing  task .  On th is  occas ion ,  we
wou ld  l i ke  to  express  our  g ra t i tude to  the  prev ious  Co-Cha i rs ,  Ambassador  Chr is topher
Hacket t  o f  Barbados and Ambassador  Jean Marc  Hosche i t  o f  Luxemburo .  The i r  work  has
set  a  good foundat ion  fo r  the  cont inuat ion  o f  the  process .

The n ine  in fo rmal  consu l ta t ions  and br ie f ings  on  Sys tem-wide  Coherence tha t  took  p lace
dur ing  the  s ix ty - f i rs t  Genera l  Assembly  Sess ion  showed the  complex i ty  o f  i ssues  be ing
addressed. I t  was therefore not surpr is ing to f ind di f ferences over the further
cons idera t ion  o f  the  H igh-Leve l  Pane l ' s  repor t .  However ,  there  were  as  we l l  severa l
converg ing  issues .  One o f  these is  the  w idespread agreement  on  the  goa l  o f  be t te r
de l i very  o f  count ry - leve l  serv ices  and be t te r  per fo rmance by  the  re levant  UN bod ies  to
answer  be t te r  to  the  needs o f  the  benef ic ia ry  count r ies .  I t  i s  thus  tha t  the  EU s t rong ly
we lcomes the  new Co-Cha i rs  suggest ion  to  p romote  a  bo t tom-up approach in  exp lo r ing
ways  fo r  the  UN to  work  more  coherent ly  and e f fec t i ve ly .

A f te r  the  launch o f  the  H igh  Leve l  Pane l ' s  repor t ,  the  Governments  o f  e igh t  count r ies
have vo lun teered to  become "De l iver ing  as  One"  p i lo ts .  By  do ing  so ,  they  have agreed to
work  towards  a  un i f ied  UN presence in  the  count ry  wh i le  p reserv ing  the  s t rengths  and
compara t ive  advantages  o f  d i f fe ren t  UN bod ies .  In  p rac t ice ,  a  lo t  o f  e f fo r t  i s  be ing
under taken in  the  e igh t  p i lo t  count r ies  by  the i r  respec t ive  Governments  and the  UN to
e labora te  and reach an  agreement  about  the  Four  Ones,  in  accordance w i th  the
count r ies 'spec i f i c  requ i rements  and c i rcumstances .  We have to  show our  suppor t  to
these ongoing efforts.

I f  we are  to  see any  progress  in  overcoming the  deve lopment  cha l lenges ,  a l l  s takeho lders
have to carry out their  respect ive roles:

.  The UN shou ld  ac t  in  a  coord ina ted  and coherent  way .  To  ach ieve  th is ,  the  focus  must
be  on  resu l ts ,  ach ieved in  car ry ing  ou t  the  count r ies 'na t iona l  s t ra teg ies ,  ra ther  than
on the roles of respect ive UN aqencies.

.  In  l ine  w i th  the  pr inc ip le  o f  count ry  ownersh ip ,  p i lo t  count r ies  shou ld  de f ine  and own
the i r  deve lopment  s t ra teg ies .  A t  a l l  t imes,  s t rong leadersh ip ,  fu l l  suppor t  and c lear
gu idance must  be  ensured on  the  re fo rm o f  the  UN a t  count ry  leve l .

.  Donors  shou ld  endorse  the  De l iver ing  as  One process .  EU Member  S ta tes  have in
d i f fe ren t  count r ies  dec ided to  suppor t  f inanc ia l l y  the  e f fo r ts ,  a imed a t  rea l i s ing  the
ob jec t ives  o f  the  De l iver ing  as  One programme.

Croatia and the Former Yugoslav Republic of Macedonia continue to be part of the Stabi l isat ion and
Associat ion Process.



Dis t ingu ished Co-Cha i rs ,

The f i rs t  assessment  o f  resu l ts  o f  the  De l iver ing  as  One is  tak ing  p lace  as  an  in fo rmal
s tock tak ing  o f  key  emerg ing  issues ,  lessons  learn t  and recommendat ions ,  wh ich  w i l l
i nd ica te  the  ach ieved progress  in  the  p i lo t  count r ies  a f te r  the  f i rs t  imp lementa t ion  year .

P i lo t  count r ies  s t ressed tha t  the  des ign  o f  the  De l iver ing  as  One programme is  in  l ine
wi th  the  pr io r i t ies ,  de f ined by  the  na t iona l  deve lopment  s t ra teg ies ,  and tha t  Government
leadersh ip  i s  ev ident .  The re fo rm is  chang ing  the  way,  in  wh ich  UN agenc ies  are  work ing
wi th  Governments ,  inc reas ing  the  impact  o f  p ro jec ts  and de l i ver ing  in  a  more  cohes ive
manner ,  inc reas ing  t ransparency  and decreas ing  dup l ica t ion ,  over lapp ing  and
transact ional costs.

Cha l lenges  never the less  remain .  P i lo t  count r ies  fo r  example  h igh l igh ted  tha t  the  ro le  o f
the  Res ident  Coord ina tor  must  be  adequate ly  enhanced.  They  warned o f  a  cont inued
fragmentat ion of projects,  result ing both from act iv i t ies of agencies and donors. In this
sense, greater efforts are needed to develop more strategic and integrated joint  agency
programmes.  V i ta l  to  th is  i s  the  ro le  o f  UNDP and a  c lear  d iv ide  o f  " f i rewa l l "  be tween
manag ing  the  sys tem and UNDP opera t ions  tha t  w i l l  sa t i s fy  a l l  agenc ies .  Another
cha l lenge is  the  remain ing  gap in  fund ing  fo r  the  De l iver ing  as  One programme,  wh i le
maintaining the relat ionship between improved effect iveness and better funding.

The De l iver ing  as  One programme is  an  oppor tun i ty  to  focus  and pr io r i t i se  the  UN's
suppor t  to  na t iona l  deve lopment  goa ls  and shou ld  no t  be  seen as  a  way to  inc rease the
UN's  ac t iv i t ies  and fund ing ,  expend ing  to  a l low every  agency  to  fu l f i l  i t s  mandate .  The EU
cons iders  the  issue o f  fund ing  fo r  the  UN's  opera t iona l  ac t i v i t ies  as  a  key  ques t ion ,  to
which Member States must devote an impoftant role,  with the object ive of ensuring
adequate ,  p red ic tab le  and t ime ly  core  fund ing  to  those agenc ies  commi t ted  to  re fo rm.  A t
the  same t ime,  the  ba lance be tween core  and non-core  resources  needs to  be  improved,
s t rengthen ing  the  e f f i c iency  and e f fec t i veness  o f  the  UN a t  a  count ry  leve l .

A t  the  cent ra l  leve l ,  harmon ised and s imp l i f ied  bus iness  prac t ices  and governance are
among the  o ther  i ssues ,  c ruc ia l  fo r  an  improved func t ion ing  o f  the  UN deve lopment
sys tem.

To de l i ver  as  one/  UN count ry  teams shou ld  be  ab le  to  p rov ide  a  coherent  approach to
cross-cu t t ing  issues ,  such as  sus ta inab le  deve lopment ,  gender  equa l i t y  and human
r igh ts .  As  reca l led  a t  the  Wor ld  Summi t  in  2005,  human r igh ts  a re  an  in tegra l  par t  o f  UN
act iv i t ies ,  and the  EU re i te ra tes  i t s  s t rong commi tment  in  th is  regard .  No less  impor tance
has been g iven to  the  s t rengthen ing  o f  the  UN gender  perspec t ive .  The EU wou ld  a lso
l i ke  to  re i te ra te  tha t  accountab i l i t y  fo r  gender -mains t reaming and woman 's
empowerment  shou ld  be  g iven h igher  p r io r i t y  w i th in  UN agenc ies .  A t  the  same t ime,  we
must  no t  fo rge t  tha t  fo r  the  ach ievement  o f  MDGs,  p romot ion  o f  gender  equa l i t y  i s  one o f
the  agreed s teps .

I t  i s  in  th is  l igh t  tha t  the  bo t tom-up approach o f  the  new Co-Cha i rs  has  the  fu l l  suppor t  o f
the  European Un ion .  I t  focuses  a t  the  innovat ions  f rom the  f ie ld ,  demonst ra t ing  a  be t te r
func t ion ing  o f  the  UN sys tem,  and then feed ing  the  f ind ings  in to  the  re fo rm process
tak ing  p lace  a t  the  cent ra l  leve l .

There are other on-going processes, which aim to increase the effect iveness and
effrciency of the United Nat ions development system's support  to nat ional ef forts of
deve lop ing  count r ies  to  pursue the i r  p r io r i t ies  and meet  the i r  needs  in  the  contex t  o f  the
UN deve lopment  agenda,  The Tr ienn ia l  Comprehens ive  Po l icy  Rev iew (TCPR)  is  one o f
those processes .  Consu l ta t ions ,  wh ich  w i l l  be  he ld  in  the  coming months ,  shou ld  bu i ld  on
this already exist ing mandate and with i t  the reforms that have been in progress since
2004, the conclusions of the 2007 TCPR and other relevant processes at country level,



Due to  the  inc reas ing  g loba l  cha l lenges ,  requ i r ing  c ross-sec tora l  approaches,  the  ro le  o f
UN Sys tem processes ,  inc lud ing  w i th in  the  Ch ie f  Execut ives  Board ,  Un i ted  Nat ions
Deve lopment  Group and Un i ted  Nat ions  Eva lua t ion  Group,  must  no t  be  fo rgo t ten ,  They
have the  po ten t ia l  to  ass is t  the  var ious  components  o f  the  UN sys tem in  ra is ing  the i r
co l lec t i ve  capac i ty  to  dea l  w i th  new cha l lenges  in  a  coherent  manner ,  I ssues  such as
dup l ica t ion  and e f fec t i veness  in  in te r -agency  coord ina t ion  across  the  sys tem need to  be
fur ther  addressed.

Exce l lenc ies ,

Much o f  the  ear ly  phase o f  the  re fo rm has  been focused on  p lann ing  and programming.
The coming s tage needs to  move the  focus  to  imp lementa t ion .  The success  a t  the
count ry  leve l  depends on  the  cont inued ded ica t ion  o f  i t s  Governments  to  the  process  and
the  genera l  suppor t  o f  the  donor  communi ty .  Need less  to  say ,  a l l  UN ac t iv i t ies  must  be
jo ined under  one umbre l la ,  adapted  to  the  loca l  con tex t ,  deve lopment  par tners  and c iv i l
society organisat ions. Progress can great ly benef i t  f rom the experience and views of the
p i lo t  count r ies  and o f  those severa l  o ther  count r ies ,  wh ich  are  cur ren t ly  exp lo r ing ,  w i th
loca l  UN o f f i ces ,  mechan isms to  p romote  e f f i c iency ,  and reduce dup l ica t ions ,

The European Un ion 's  commi tment  to  suppor t  the  "De l iver ing  as  One"  p rocess  is  based
on our f i rm support  for the Paris Declarat ion on Aid Effect iveness. The Paris Declarat ion
captures  the  consensus  o f  the  donor  communi ty  and par tner  count r ies  on  how
development assistance can become more effect ively support ive of partner countr ies'
deve lopment  p lans  and s t ra teg ies ,

The Un i ted  Nat ions  p layed a  c ruc ia l  ro le  in  a r t i cu la t ing  the  Mi l lenn ium Deve lopment
Goa ls .  The t ime has  come now to  take  ac t ion  to  ach ieve  those and o ther  in te rna t iona l l y
agreed deve lopment  goa ls ,  and suppor t  Governments  in  the  imp lementa t ion  o f  the i r
na t iona l  deve lopment  p lans

T h a n k  y o u .


