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Mr.  Cha i rman,

I  have the honour to speak on behal f  of  the European Union.

The Candidate Countr ies Turkey and Croat ia '" ,  the Countr ies of  the Stabi l isat ion and Associat ion

Process and potent ia l  candidates Albania,  Montenegro and Serbia,  as wel l  as Armenia,  the Republ ic

of  Moldova and the Ukraine al ign themselves with th is declarat ion.

Mr .  Cha i rman,

The European Union warmly congratulates you on your election to the Chair of the Fifth Committee,

and through you the other members of  the Commit tee's Bureau.

We are conf ident that  under your leadership and with the support  of  the Bureau, the negot iat ions in

the Fifth Committee during the 6znd Session of the CA wilt reach a successful and timely

conclusion. We also look forward to working with the very experienced Secretariat of the Committee

and with other Secretar iat  of f ic ia ls.  Their  input is essent ia l  for  the fu l l  accompl ishment of  our

programme of work.

We welcome the briefings organized by the Secretariat in the first days of this session, which we

bel ieve wi l l  useful ly inform the Commit tee on these var ious issues and wi l l  contr ibute to saving

t ime in the subsequentformal and informal sessions on these agenda i tems.

Mr .  Cha i rman,

We note that  the programme of work l is ts the r4th of  December as the last  day of  th is session. The

European Union considers this deadline absolutely feasible and we pledge to do our best to allow

al l  of  us to enjoy the December hol idays,  as our col leagues in other Commit tees do. We bel ieve the

Committee can complete its agenda without the need for meetings outside regular working hours.

We will strive to avoid to the maximum the trend to work on evenings, nights and weekends as the

end of the session approaches. This leads to protracted discussions between physically and

mental ly exhausted delegat ions,  resul t ing in less than opt imal resul ts.  We favour making maximum

use of  our t ime, including start ing meet ings punctual ly.



On a related topic, we note with concern the continuing and worsening trend of very late

submission of  reports,  somet imes beyond the scheduled end of  the Commit tee's sessions. We

object to such levity. For this reason, the European Union wishes to clearly state that it wil l not be

ready to discuss any reports scheduled to be formally submitted on or after t4 December.

Mr .  Cha i rman,

Turning now to the substance of  the work ahead, al low me to s ingle out,  of  the many issues we wi l l

have to deal with in the next weeks and months, a few which the European Union deems to be of

the utmost priority. These are:

r The proposed programme budget for the biennium zooS-zoog, the main task of this main

part of the session. We look forward to presenting our views on this crucial strategic and

managerial tool of the UN on the occasion of its formal presentation by the Secretary-General.

.  L ikewise, the f inancing of  lnternat ional  Tr ibunals and peacekeeping missions, such as

UNAMID and eventual ly others that  wi l l  be coming our way from November onwards.

o Final ly,  the broad issues related to management reform, including the Administrat ion of

Just ice in the UN, Human Resource Management,  lCT, Oversight,  wi l l  a lso be high in ouragenda.

UN Management Reform remains a very important EU priority as the Organization and its Member

States wil l all benefit from a better administration. We look forward to receiving the reports on the

aforementioned issues, some of which have long been in waiting. We have ahead of us a long list of

items and we welcome a constructive dialogue within the Fifth Committee on these important

issues .

To conclude, Mr. Chairman, allow me to reiterate that the EU looks forward to working with you and

al l  our Fi f th Commit tee col leagues in a spir i t  of  col legial i ty and construct ive cooperat ion dur ingthis

6znd session of  the Uni ted Nat ions Ceneral  Assembly.

Thank you,  Mr .  Cha i rman.


